Inflammatory pseudotumor of the lung diagnosed as granulomatous lesion by preoperative brushing cytology. A case report.
The clinical and cytologic features of a case of inflammatory pseudotumor of the lung are presented. Chest roentgenograms revealed a solitary circumscribed round mass in a nine-year-old boy. The mass was diagnosed as a granulomatous lesion by bronchoscopic brushing cytology. Although smears and cultures of sputum and brushing specimens were negative for tuberculosis, a tuberculin reaction was positive and antitubercular therapy was instituted. Since the mass had grown further after six months of therapy, an open lung biopsy was performed to resect the lesion and establish the diagnosis. Imprint smears of the cut surface of the lesion showed cytologic features similar to those of the brushings: short, spindle-shaped cells with a tendency to be arranged in stori-form patterns against a background of minimal necrotic debris. Histopathology established the final diagnosis of inflammatory pseudotumor, a rare granulomatous lesion radiologically resembling a true tumor. Since this lesion usually occurs in younger patients, inflammatory pseudotumor should be considered in pediatric cases with an intrapulmonary lesion that shows histiocytic spindle-shaped cells in stori-form patterns, but whose smears and cultures test negative for tuberculosis.